
Enhancing the Institution-wide 

Scholarly Community Through 

Multidisciplinary Faculty-Student 

Summer Research Programs



Presenters

Matthew Bender
Associate Professor of History

Benny Chan
Associate Professor of Chemistry 

Director of Faculty-Student Collaboration

Janet Morrison
Professor of Biology 

Past Director of Faculty-Student Collaboration

Karen Yan
Associate Professor of Mechanical Engineering



·Primarily Undergraduate Institution (PUI)

·6,500 well-prepared students

·Seven Liberal Arts and Professional Schools:                 
Arts and Communication;  Business;  Education; 
Engineering;  Humanities and Social Sciences;                 
Nursing, Health and Exercise Science;  Science

·òFaculty-Student                                                                     
Scholarly and Creative                                         
Collaborative Activityó  



Benefits and Challenges of 

Diversifying a Summer Research 

Program



Benefits ðfor both faculty and students

·Enhancing intellectual curiosity

·Building a community of scholars

·Generating new inter-disciplinary 

collaborations and new research 

directions

·Sharing an established culture of faculty-

student collaboration with non-

science/engineering faculty



Benefitsðfor faculty or students

·Springboard for research activities during 

academic year

·Student career development

ƁConsidering new career path/graduate school

·Broadening understanding on how 

research is conducted in other disciplines

Ɓcollege-wide promotion committee 

·Building collegiality



Challenges

·Collaboration may not be tradition

ƁDevelopment of student specific project

¶Maintaining goals and scholarly activity for 8 week 

program 

ƁMentoring and scholarly process is different 

than science/engineering

ƁNot all faculty value faculty-student 

collaboration



Challenges

·Encouraging non-sciences to apply

·Initially tiny minority of non-science

·Balancing community building and 

scholarly time


